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Why we’re here

 To propose creating a Ward 10 Library and Literacy 
Committee 

2. Advocate for information literacy
 Educate parents regarding online resources
 Supply 21st century learning documents
 Advocate for excellence in information and 

communication technology
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Why we’re here

Improving library and literacy initiatives in Ward 10 
is imperative to ensure that our students meet their 
fullest potential.  
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proportion of grade 6 students who attained level 3 or higher on 
reading tests

 Schools without trained library staff tend to have lower 
achievement on the grades 3 and 6 reading tests

Friday, February 24, 12



School Libraries & 
Student Achievement in Ontario

 Ontario reading assessment in 2006
 > 50,000 students in over 800 publicly-funded elementary schools

 Results:
 Grade 3 and 6 students in schools with teacher-librarians are more 

likely to report that they enjoy reading

 Schools with trained library staff are more likely to have a higher 
proportion of grade 6 students who attained level 3 or higher on 
reading tests

 Schools without trained library staff tend to have lower 
achievement on the grades 3 and 6 reading tests

Friday, February 24, 12



School Libraries & 
Student Achievement in Ontario

 Ontario reading assessment in 2006
 > 50,000 students in over 800 publicly-funded elementary schools

 Results:
 Grade 3 and 6 students in schools with teacher-librarians are more 

likely to report that they enjoy reading

 Schools with trained library staff are more likely to have a higher 
proportion of grade 6 students who attained level 3 or higher on 
reading tests

 Schools without trained library staff tend to have lower 
achievement on the grades 3 and 6 reading tests

Friday, February 24, 12



School Library Crisis in Ontario

% of schools with teacher-librarians

School Libraries and Information Literacy, People for Education, 2011

Year % elementary schools % secondary schools

1998 80

2001 78

2011 56 (80% part time) 66
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School Library Crisis in Ontario

Parents are largely unaware of the quality of their 
children's school library program, 

and 

how the lack of this program in their school is 
negatively impacting their children’s education.

Ideas Exchange, Book and Periodical Council & Ontario Library Association, 
December 11, 2011
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School Library Crisis in Ontario

The library, administration, and parent community 
must work together in order to reverse the trend of the 
disappearing school library.

Ideas Exchange, Book and Periodical Council & Ontario Library Association, 
December 11, 2011
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School Library Crisis in Ontario

“In line with Board policies, parents can play a 
significant role in supporting their school library.  First, 
they can get to know the larger library system and 
procedures…and inform other stakeholders of the 
importance of school libraries to student learning.”

Student Success @ Your School Library: A Community Guide, TDSB, 
2007
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Joy of Reading Concern

Percentage of students who reported they like to read

Reading for Joy, People for Education, 2011

Year % of Grade 3’s % of Grade 6’s

1998/99 76 65

2010/11 50 50
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TDSB Resources 

1. Library Website 
 Provides equitable access to 800 Internet links, a variety of 

online databases and a growing library of electronic 
reference books

 Landing page for all in-school student computers and 
enables remote access to high quality, relevant and reliable 
sources of information from home and school 24/7

Friday, February 24, 12



TDSB Resources 

1. Library Website 
 Provides equitable access to 800 Internet links, a variety of 

online databases and a growing library of electronic 
reference books

 Landing page for all in-school student computers and 
enables remote access to high quality, relevant and reliable 
sources of information from home and school 24/7

Friday, February 24, 12



TDSB Resources 

1. Library Website 
 Provides equitable access to 800 Internet links, a variety of 

online databases and a growing library of electronic 
reference books

 Landing page for all in-school student computers and 
enables remote access to high quality, relevant and reliable 
sources of information from home and school 24/7

2. Passwords bookmark
 Used to access password-protected library website content 

remotely
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Visit to the

TDSB library website
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TDSB Resources 

3. Community Guides
 Online Resources @ Your School Library

Supports students, teachers, administrators and parents to use 
quality online resources at home and school

 Student Success @ Your School Library
Supports students, teachers, administrators and parents to 
understand the role of school libraries

 Developing School Library Collections
Supports communities to understand how quality school library 
collections are developed and maintained

Friday, February 24, 12



TDSB Resources 
Available for Parents

4. Procedure 531: Selection and Approval of Learning 
Resources

 Library resource materials will be selected and approved by 
using the same criteria that are applied to the selection and 
approval of supplementary learning resources for classroom 
use:
 Appropriateness to program
 Suitability for students
 Nature and degree of bias
 Canadian content
 Quality of visual and physical format
 Cost and durability

 Internet resources are considered supplementary resources 
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TDSB Resources 
Available for Parents

5. Standards for Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) 

 “…it [is] essential for students to become computer literate and 
to develop information literacy skills.”

 Provide a road map for students, teachers, and administrators, 
on what students will achieve

 Provide consistent student achievement of these skills 
throughout the TDSB

 Teachers will apply the ICT standards within all subject 
curricula, as ICT skills are best learned within the context of 
subject applications
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TDSB Resources 
Available for Parents

6. Imagine the Learning: Elementary Research 
Success @ Your Library

 Created by the TDSB Library and Learning Resources 
department to help students and teachers succeed in research
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TDSB Resources 
Available for Parents

6. Imagine the Learning: Elementary Research 
Success @ Your Library

 Created by the TDSB Library and Learning Resources 
department to help students and teachers succeed in research

7. PR613 Academic Honesty
 “To provide direction to staff and students on the issues of 

academic honesty, including cheating and plagiarism”
 Assigns responsibilities to the Board, schools, teachers and 

students in order to ensure academic honesty
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TDSB Resources 

8. Instructional Leaders
 Provide support to over 500 T-Ls across the system
 Promote the love of reading, research skill development, and 

critical literacies via resources and programs 
 Help schools transform their print-oriented libraries into 

learning commons for the 21st century
 Will provide instruction to parents at council meetings or other 

information nights
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Palmerston School Council
Library and Literacy Committee 

Goal: 
Facilitate achieving the enormous opportunities a 

properly resourced school library provides to the 

school, students and teaching staff.
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Palmerston School Council
Library and Literacy Committee 

Mission: 
 Promote reading and the joy of reading
 Advocate for information literacy instruction
 Promote use of library resources
 Educate parents on TDSB resources to help them 

help their children with homework
 Coordinate literacy events
 Assist teacher-librarian, administration
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Palmerston School Council
Library and Literacy Committee 
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Palmerston School Council
Library and Literacy Committee 

 Method:

 Worked with school administration
 Researched state of other school libraries (online and 

conversations with administration at other schools)
 Received funding from school council for initiatives
 Delivered information literacy education via a 

professional librarian on committee 
 Created a wiki to share, store, and organize resources 

within committee
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Palmerston School Council
Library and Literacy Committee 

Initiatives:
1. OLA’s Forest of Reading (25 participants in 2011 → 125+ in 2012)

2. Family Literacy Night (60 participants in 2011 → 175 in 2012)

3. Primary lunchtime book club (largest school club with 67 students 
in 2011, initially parent-led now run by T-L)

4. TDSB online library resources Info Nights for parents led by 
instructional leader

5. Distribution of TDSB library community guides to families

6. TDSB’s Just Read It! program (recognized with a Writer-in-
Residence school visit)

7. Open library at lunch
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Additional Initiatives for All Schools

1. Freedom to Read week
2. TD Canadian Children’s Book Week
3. Kid’s Lit Quiz
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Our request

 Form a Ward 10 Library and Literacy Committee

 Create a section for Library and Literacy on the Ward 
10 website for initiatives, resources and helpful tips 
for parents

 Reach out to Ward 10 school councils and parents to 
spread the benefit of resources and initiatives already 
in place
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